
We need YOUR help!   
  
Recently, we have been working hard to establish productive rou-
tines to ensure our students have a successful school year despite 
these difficult and ever-changing times. 
   
These routines include  - but are not limited to: (a) completing work 
on time and accurately; (b) answering and asking questions in-
person or online; (c) logging into Google Classroom and virtual 
classes daily through Zoom or Meets; (d) adhering to all online 
learning/video discussion expectations; and (e) remaining engaged 
throughout all classes. Please help reinforce these routines with 
your child. 
 
We will monitor data from student work, assessments and the 
above-referenced routines to help inform our instructional deci-
sions.  
  
Looking forward to partnering with you for our students’ success! 

 

Trevor L. Ellis, Ed.D., Principal 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

A MESSAGE FROM THE GUIDANCE OFFICE 

 

The first quarter Progress Reports have 
been distributed, and students have until No-
vember 4th when the quarter closes to com-

plete any missing work.  Please encourage your 
child to complete assignments, log in to classes regularly, and 
ask for help when needed.   
 
During Ms Glenney's maternity leave, Mr. Ken Fagan has 
joined the Guidance staff to support 8th grade students.  This 
is a very stressful time for everyone so we ask you to please 
check in on your child's emotional well being . CAMS Support 
staff is available to provide support to those students who may 
benefit from the opportunity to share their thoughts and feel-
ings.  Please stay safe and healthy!                
 

Ms. Goldman & Ms. Glenney 

CARMEN ARACE MIDDLE SCHOOL 
  

IMPORTANT DATES &       

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 

 

November 3 -No School  - Profes-

sional Development—Election Day 

November 10-Dress Down  

(Wacky Tacky Day)  Cohort A 

November 11-Veteran’s Day—    

No School 

November 12-PTO Meeting     

6:00 P.M.  

November 13-Dress Down  

(Wacky Tacky Day)  Cohort B 

November 25-27 Thanksgiving 

Recess—No School 

 

SCHOOL HOURS: 

In-Person Learning (Hybrid)              

8:05-12:30                                    

Distance Learning (Hybrid)         

2:10-3:05 

Wednesdays—Enhanced Distance 

Learning  - ALL STUDENTS 

Distance Learning (Enhanced)  

8:05-12:30                                 

Distance Learning (Enhanced)  

2:10-3:05 

 

390 Park Avenue 

Bloomfield, CT  06002 

Office:  860-286-2622 

Guidance:  860-286-2648 

Fax:  860-242-0347 

Nurse:  860-286-2638 

www.bloomfieldschools.org 

 

Trevor  L.. Ellis,  Ed.D., Principal 
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Team Columbia would like to remind 7th grade families to: Continue to check the District Backpack weekly to view the upcoming assignments 
for the week at https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wIkI4faQjsUtdCLsNr_CNh6XDPN-_OpEJ8hg8WijyJ4/edit?usp=sharing  

 Send your child with a well-fitting mask to school so that noses and mouths are adequately covered 

 Be mindful that Quarter 1 closes on November 4th. Please check Powerschool grades. 

 7th grade testing for both hybrid and distance learners will take place 11/5 through 11/10. 7th grade teachers will hold class but will not be introduc-

ing new content during these dates, as the focus will be on the standardized tests that will give teachers baseline data for each student this year. 

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————- 
Literacy Teachers: Students have been learning about and reading the poetry of African American poets including: Jupiter 
Hammon, Phillis Wheatley, Paul Laurence Dunbar, Langston Hughes and Maya Angelou. Students are using the CLOSE 
Reading Strategies focusing on text features, vocabulary and key ideas. Daily lessons are reinforced with African American 
History of the time period in which the poets lived. We are enjoying teaching our students and are pleased with their commit-
ment and contribution to their Language Arts classes. Please contact us with any questions or concerns. jrichard-
son@blmfld.org and pparker@blmfld.org 
Literacy Academies: Students continue to work on Close/Degrees of Reading Power, reading comprehension, and 
grammar skills.  They have completed a unit on literary fiction short stories and plays.  We are moving into a literary nonfiction 
biography unit next, focusing on Samuel Morse and Wilma Rudolph. mnahas@blmfld.org 
Numeracy Teachers: We have been exploring all operations with rational numbers (positive and negative whole numbers, 
fractions, decimals, and percents). We will be continuing on working with multiplication and division of fractions and decimals 
on all platforms. The students have become well versed in using INTO MATH (Ed Learning online book), IXL, and Khan Acad-
emy as their daily learning tools. please continue to check classdojo for weekly participation and assignment updates. Miss 
Cote ecote@blmfld.org and Mr. Semanie tsemanie@blmfld.org 
Numeracy Academies: Students continue to work on math computation and application skills.  They have completed a 
unit on fractions and we are moving into learning about different types of graphs and area/perimeter. mnahas@blmfld.org 
Social Studies: Geography students have been learning about Physical Geography and Human Geography. Students 
are using CLOSE reading strategies to annotate text in order to decipher key details. These early units are focusing on geo-
graphical concepts, in order to preload our deep dives into various continents throughout the remainder of the year. Recently, 
we have been studying population distribution and the fundamentals of culture. Miss Calabro hcalabro@blmfld.org and Mr. 
Mitchell mmitchell@bloomfieldschools.org 
Science: We have been learning about Chemistry! Topics we have covered include physical and chemical properties 
and changes, atomic number & atomic mass, modeling atomic structure, protons, neutrons, and electrons, properties of met-
als, nonmetals, and metalloids, modeling valence electrons with Lewis dot structures, ionic and covalent bonding, naming ion-
ic compounds, counting atoms, Law of Conservation of Matter, Kinetic Theory and states of matter, and classification of mat-
ter. Chemistry can be very challenging and we are proud of our students for doing their best and rising to the occasion! 
ekuzmeskus@blmfld.org and gcore@blmfld.org 

Literacy-Ms. Bunting/Ms. Morris: 
Students have been using CLOSE reading and annotation strategies to read informational texts.  To demonstrate 
comprehension of the text, students wrote constructed responses which required them to cite evidence and ex-
plain their reasoning.  For the next few weeks, students will continue to use CLOSE reading strategies to identify 
theme by making inferences/predictions about a text.  Reading selections will include: “Raymond’s Run,” by Toni 
Cade Bambara, as well as a variety of additional short stories, and informational texts. 
Numeracy-Ms. Murray/Ms. Willis/Ms. Evans: 
Our first unit in the 8

th
 Grade was Real Numbers, and students completed their first quiz last week. We are wrap-

ping up the Real Number System with a Performance Task to demonstrate understanding of rational versus irra-
tional numbers.  Students are working independently, in pairs, or groups.  The next topic is exponents and their 
properties.   
Social Studies-Ms. Bleiler/Mr. McCormack: 
In 8th grade Social Studies, we looked at a combination of new and old.  We went back in time to study the great 
empires of the Olmec, Mayans, Aztecs and Incas.  Students also learned about the culture areas of Native Ameri-
cans, where different tribes shared some common things, like the style of homes they lived in. Students were giv-
en the opportunity to research and do a presentation on a Latino American of their choice in celebration of His-
panic Heritage Month. We also spent a week talking about the upcoming election, including how the electoral col-
lege works and the political parties. 
Science-Ms. Gionfriddo/Mr. Salmon:  
We are currently studying Genetic and Heredity. We are calculating the probability of traits inherited by offspring 
from their parents through the use of Punnett Squares. We have completed a reading passage on Gregor Men-
del, and completed DRP passages as well. Several assignments are posted on IXL Science. Today we have 
completed our second demonstration on osmosis; these demonstrations also reinforce proper experimental de-
sign.   

TEAM COLUMBIA—GRADE 7 

   TEAM HOWARD-GRADE 8 
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“EVERY 

GREAT 

DREAM 

BEGINS 

WITH A 

DREAMER.  

ALWAYS 

REMEMBER 

YOU HAVE 

WITHIN YOU 

THE 

STRENGTH, 

THE 

PATIENCE, 

AND THE 

PASSION TO 

REACH FOR 

THE STARS 

TO CHANGE 

THE 

WORLD.” 

HARRIET 

TUBMAN 
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Be your best 
Aim for success 
Never give up 
Demand excellence 

 

The virtual music classes are all up and running for Ms. Crimi and 
Ms. Jones.  Students who have music, voice/drama, or band on their 
schedule are encouraged to attend the scheduled virtual class on 
time and attend with a positive and open mind to 
all music concepts that are going to be learned.  
 
The music department will be adding a new cloud
-based program to the curriculum this year called 
MusicFirst.  Music stu- dents have already begun 
to get acquainted with this new program.  Students will be able to 
record, create, and learn new concepts about music using the pro-
gram.  Ms. Crimi and Ms. Jones are extremely excited about this 
new adventure and look forward to presenting exciting lessons using 
MusicFirst. 

 

Ms. Crimi and Miss Jones 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
Physical Education has begun to prepare our students for our first 
round of fitness tests. We are trying our very best to get the students to 
exercise and improve their four fitness components. The four fitness com-
ponents are upper body strength/endurance, core strength/endurance, 

flexibility, and cardio-vascular fitness. We are using google meet to either work out 
with the students or provide a video for them to follow. The first test for all four fitness 
components will be completed by the end of October or early November. 

 Mr. Poland & Mr. Michaud 
 
 

ART  
We are in full swing into our first unit, a self portrait of thought and emo-
tion. Given the tumultuous year we've had, students have much to unpack in 
the way of social/emotional expression, and art can be a therapeutic outlet. 
So far, students have become very comfortable with Marcos Raya's "The An-
guish of Being and the Nothingness of the Universe" and are using this work 

as inspiration for their own creativity. 
Ms. Wasko  

 UNIFIED ARTS HAPPENINGS—PHYSICAL EDUCATION & VISUAL ARTS 

CARMEN ARACE MIDDLE SCHOOL 
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 UNIFIED ARTS HAPPENINGS—BAND & CHORUS 
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PTO NEWS  

Our Mission  

Enrich the education of all Carmen Arace students and to build community within  

the Carmen Arace School family. 
   

Save the PTO Dates 

 

Thursdays in the Arace Library/Cafeteria, 6:00 P.M. 
           November 12, 2020 
 
            January 14, 2021    

        February 11, 2021   
     March 11, 2021    

                 April 8, 2021     
    May 13, 2021      

 

Contact us at carmenaracePTO@gmail.com or PTO mailbox in the school office. 

MAKING COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS—NURSE NEWS 

 
Dear Parents/Guardians: 
 
This fall the Nurses will be performing vision screenings, hearing screenings and pos-
tural screenings in the Health/Nurse Office. These screenings will be done for all hybrid 
learners. All equipment used will be sanitized between each student. 
 
Vision screenings will be for all students in 5

th
 grade. (If your student wears 

glasses, please make sure they wear/bring them daily).  
 
Hearing screenings will be for all students in 5

th
 grade.  

 
Postural screenings will be for girls in 5

th
 and 7

th
 grade and boys in 8

th
 grade.  

 
Parents will be notified if the findings are abnormal and will be asked to seek further 
evaluation from their own physician. 
 
If you have any questions regarding any of these screenings, please contact the school 
nurses. More details are available regarding these screenings on the school website. If 
you do not want your child screened, please notify the school nurse in writing.  

 
 
 

Latoya Lewis RN, MSN and Marla Darius RN 
Arace School Nurses 

860-286-2638 
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